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Dear Mr. Efendi, 
 
Your manuscript entitled "DETERMINANTS OF SMOKING BEHAVIOR AMONG 
RURAL YOUNG MALES IN INDONESIA" has been successfully submitted online and is 
presently being given full consideration for publication in International Journal of 
Adolescent Medicine and Health (IJAMH). 
 
Your manuscript ID is IJAMH.2019.0040. 
 
Please mention the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence or when calling 
the office for questions. If there are any changes in your affiliation, street address or e-
mail address, please log in to ScholarOne Manuscripts 
at https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijamh and edit your user information as appropriate. 
 
You can also view the status of your manuscript at any time by checking your Author 
Center after logging in to https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijamh. 
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Dear Mr. Efendi: 
 
Thank you again for submitting your manuscript ID IJAMH.2019.0040 entitled 
"DETERMINANTS OF SMOKING BEHAVIOR AMONG RURAL YOUNG MALES IN 
INDONESIA" to International Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health (IJAMH). Your 
manuscript has been reviewed and requires major modifications prior to acceptance. 
The comments of the reviewer(s) are included at the bottom of this letter. 
 
I invite you to respond to the reviewer(s)' comments and revise your manuscript. 
 
To revise your manuscript, log into https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijamh and enter 
your Author Center, where you will find your manuscript title listed under "Manuscripts 
Awaiting Revision".  Under "Actions", click on "Create a Revision".  Your manuscript 
number has been appended to denote a revision. 
 
You may also click the below link to start the revision process (or continue the process if 
you have already started your revision) for your manuscript. If you use the below link 
you will not be required to login to ScholarOne Manuscripts. 
 
PLEASE MAKE SURE TO CONFIRM YOUR CHOICE ON THE WEB PAGE AFTER 





The revised paper needs to be submitted within 6 weeks from now. 
 
When submitting your revised manuscript, you should also respond to the comments 
made by the reviewer(s). Please add 
1. a point-by-point reply to the reviewers' comments 
2. and/or a rebuttal against each point that is being raised 
 
You will be able to respond to the comments made by the reviewer(s) under File Upload 
- File Designation - Author's Response to Reviewer/Editor Critique. Reply to the 
reviewer(s)' comments is mandatory; all revised manuscripts without reply will be sent 
back to the author. 
 
You will be unable to make your revision on the originally submitted version of the 
manuscript. Instead, revise your manuscript and save it on your computer.  Please also 
highlight the changes to your manuscript within the document by using underlined or 
colored text. 
 
Once the revised manuscript is prepared, you can upload it and submit it through your 
Author Center. 
 
Your original files are available to you when you upload your revised manuscript. You 
may delete these files or keep them. Please pay attention to the order of your uploaded 
files; the first one is the reply to the reviewer(s)' comments, followed by the revised 
manuscript, and, if applicable, Tables and Figures, and Supplementary Material. If you 
decide to keep the original files, these must be the last ones in the order of your 
uploaded files. 
 
Once again, thank you for submitting your manuscript to IJAMH. I look forward to 
receiving your revision. 
 
Kind regards 
Professor Joav Merrick, MD 
Editor in Chief, International Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health 
 




Comments to the Author 
Dear Authors, 
 
This article is interesting and well-written. The methods are rigorous enough and the 
sample size are huge. However, I have some comments on your discussion section: 
 
Page 5 Line 46-55: The first paragraph of the discussion section was discussing the 
smokers prevalence based on age. However, in the two last sentences, the authors 
mentioned about health problems and how to overcome it which has no direct 
connection to the main idea of the paragraph. I reckon it is better to move the sentences 
(line 46-55) before the conclusion as it contains general reason why the population 
should stop smoking. In addition, the authors should add opinions focusing on why a 
particular age have more likelihood to be smokers. The authors, perhaps, can explore 
more about the "self-actualization" mentioned in the previous sentences as the main 
arguments, or add another opinion to replace the health problems argument. 
 
Page 6 Line 22-29: Please add your opinion on why people with lower socio-economic 
status were likely to be smokers, especially when they must struggle to fulfill their basic 
needs (foods, clothes, etc.). In this paragraph, the authors only mentioned about why 
the prevention campaign unsuccessful, which had far relation to the socio-economic 
problem. The last sentences about health literacy recommendation (line 26-29) will be 
more suitable if moved to the previous paragraph discussing educational levels (line 10-
13), and the authors should find another recommendation as replacement for the socio-
economic problem. 
 
Page 6 Line 31-38: The finding in this paragraph (employed people were more likely to 
be smokers) indirectly oppose the finding in the previous paragraph (people lower 
socio-economic status were more likely to be smokers), if the basic assumption is 
unemployed people will be more likely to have lower socio-economic status. The author 
should explain about these circumstances. It also raises a new question, "whose socio-
economic conditions were examined?", the respondent individual's or the family's as a 
whole? It must be clearly explained. 
 
Page 6 Line 59-Page 7 Line 15: In the context of Indonesia, the authors can refer to the 
Indonesian Government Regulation No. 109 (2012) about The Safety of Materials 
Containing Addictive Substances in the form of Tobacco Products for Health which give 
details about the control on tobacco products promotion. So, it would be better if the 
arguments are added with some recommendation and opinion in the context if the 
regulation has been existed but the implementation has not been optimum. 
 
Page 10 Line 30-39: The sub-category of Economic Status was only mentioned as "The 
lowest" to "Highest". What is the parameter in determining those categories? Maybe 
annual income (specify) or others? And whose socio-economic status were examined? 






Comments to the Author 
-The introduction should be summarized. 
-The rationale of the study should be explained in more details. 
-More information should be provided about the study region and population. 
-More interpretation of the findings should be provided in the discussion. 
-The conclusion should be more concise and precise. 




Comments to the Author 
the topic of articles about tobacco use is interesting. Several studies related to tobacco 
use in adolescents have been carried out. Articles will be more interesting if the author 
explains related to the gap between rural and urban areas in Indonesia related to the 
characteristics of adolescent youth, policies and others related to the issue of tobacco 
use in the background. Furthermore, it needs to be explained a little about the condition 
of the people in developing countries in Indonesia and other countries related to the 




Comments to the Author 
In the abstract: please be consistent with the prevalence of smoking you mentioned in 
the result and the conclusion. I would rather not to repeat the same information in the 
abstract. 
Introduction: please add explanation why your study using the 2012 IDHS would focus 
on smoking behavior among rural adolescents. There is a gender issue here, why is 
only male included in this study? to support your rationale, you need to add a 
description about the prevalence of smoking among different age group, gender, and 
place of residence in Indonesia. 
Results: 
Add information about the percentage of smoking as this is the focus of this study. 
Discussion: 
This section need to be enhanced to help the readers understand what possible 
explanation that those factors associate with smoking behavior. For example, page 6 
line 15-29. This paragraph is about the relationship between economic status and 
smoking behavior, and not about the smoking campaign. Please find more relevant 
literature to discuss this issue. You need to move discussion about campaign using 
mass media somewhere within page 6 line 49- page 7 line 15. 
Conlusion: 
Page 7 line 33, please replace the word “most” into “ a high prevalence”. 





Ms. Ref. No.:  IJAMH.2019.0040 
Title: DETERMINANTS OF SMOKING BEHAVIOR AMONG RURAL YOUNG 
MALES IN INDONESIA 
 
Professor Joav Merrick, MD 
Editor in Chief, International Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health 
 
Dear Professor Merrick,  
 We appreciate your positive comments and valuable suggestions to our manuscript. We 
have revised our manuscript according to reviewer’s suggestions. Our responses highlighted with 
red colour and explain the changes as noted below: 
Response to the reviewer comments 
Comment Response 
Reviewer 1 
Page 5 Line 46-55: The first paragraph of 
the discussion section was discussing the 
smokers prevalence based on age. However, 
in the two last sentences, the authors 
mentioned about health problems and how 
to overcome it which has no direct 
connection to the main idea of the 
paragraph. 
Thank you very much for your comment. 
We have revised the last sentence into 
“Therefore, to reduce NCDs burden early 
prevention or smoking cessation targeted to 
young males in rural area is very 
important.” Please refer to the 1st paragraph 
of discussion.  
 
I reckon it is better to move the sentences 
(line 46-55) before the conclusion as it 
contains general reason why the population 
should stop smoking. 
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
revised as your suggestion.  
In addition, the authors should add opinions 
focusing on why a particular age have more 
likelihood to be smokers. The authors, 
perhaps, can explore more about the "self-
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
added some information that also young 
males are more likely to enggage in risky 
behavior such as smoking and alcohol use. 
actualization" mentioned in the previous 
sentences as the main arguments, or add 
another opinion to replace the health 
problems argument 
Page 6 Line 22-29: Please add your opinion 
on why people with lower socio-economic 
status were likely to be smokers, especially 
when they must struggle to fulfill their basic 
needs (foods, clothes, etc.). In this 
paragraph, the authors only mentioned 
about why the prevention campaign 
unsuccessful, which had far relation to the 
socio-economic problem. 
Thank you for your comment. We have 
revised this part as your suggestion. 
“Although people with a lower economic 
status may struggle to fulfill their basic 
needs (foods, clothes, etc.), they have 
limitation …...” For more detailed please 
refer to 3rd paragraph.  
The last sentences about health literacy 
recommendation (line 26-29) will be more 
suitable if moved to the previous paragraph 
discussing educational levels (line 10-13), 
and the authors should find another 
recommendation as replacement for the 
socio-economic problem. 
Thank you, we have revised it.  
Page 6 Line 31-38: The finding in this 
paragraph (employed people were more 
likely to be smokers) indirectly oppose the 
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
incorporate the discussion about low 
finding in the previous paragraph (people 
lower socio-economic status were more 
likely to be smokers), if the basic 
assumption is unemployed people will be 
more likely to have lower socio-economic 
status. The author should explain about 
these circumstances. It also raises a new 
question, "whose socio-economic conditions 
were examined?", the respondent 
individual's or the family's as a whole? It 
must be clearly explained. 
economic with employed status. Please refer 
to discussion part for more detail. 
Page 6 Line 59-Page 7 Line 15: In the 
context of Indonesia, the authors can refer to 
the Indonesian Government Regulation No. 
109 (2012) about The Safety of Materials 
Containing Addictive Substances in the 
form of Tobacco Products for Health which 
give details about the control on tobacco 
products promotion. So, it would be better if 
the arguments are added with some 
recommendation and opinion in the context 
if the regulation has been existed but the 
implementation has not been optimum. 
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
added our argumentation about the 
regulation of tobacco control in Indonesia 
and its implantation.  
Page 10 Line 30-39: The sub-category of 
Economic Status was only mentioned as 
"The lowest" to "Highest". What is the 
parameter in determining those categories? 
Maybe annual income (specify) or others? 
And whose socio-economic status were 
examined? The respondent or his/her 
family? 
Thank you for your comment. We have 
added information and defined economic 
status based on the monthly income of 
family and categorized as the lowest and the 
highest based on the standard minimum of 
the salary). Please refer to the measure part 
of methods section. 
Reviewer 2 
The introduction should be summarized. 
The rationale of the study should be 
explained in more details. More information 
should be provided about the study region 
and population. More interpretation of the 
findings should be provided in the 
discussion. The conclusion should be more 
concise and precise. The English writing 
needs to be improved. 
Thank you for your comment. We have 
revised and added some information as 
yours and other reviewer suggestion.  
Reviewer 3 
The topic of articles about tobacco use is 
interesting. Several studies related to 
tobacco use in adolescents have been carried 
out. Articles will be more interesting if the 
Thank you for your comment. We have 
revised and add some information about the 
gap between rural and urban areas in 
Indonesia related to the characteristics of 
author explains related to the gap between 
rural and urban areas in Indonesia related to 
the characteristics of adolescent youth, 
policies and others related to the issue of 
tobacco use in the background. 
adolescent youth, policies and others related 
to the issue of tobacco use in the 
background. Please refer to the first 
paragraph of introduction.  
Furthermore, it needs to be explained a little 
about the condition of the people in 
developing countries in Indonesia and other 
countries related to the behavior of 
adolescents, especially tobacco use. 
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
added some information related to the 
culture issues of smoking especially in rural 
area of Indonesia. Please refer to line 13 in 
1st paragraph of introduction. 
Reviewer 4 
In the abstract: please be consistent with the 
prevalence of smoking you mentioned in the 
result and the conclusion. I would rather not 
to repeat the same information in the 
abstract.  
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
change the results in abstract become “More 
than half of young men in rural Indonesia 
were smoker”. Please refer to abstract 
section. 
Introduction: please add explanation why 
your study using the 2012 IDHS would 
focus on smoking behavior among rural 
adolescents. There is a gender issue here, 
why is only male included in this study? to 
support your rationale, you need to add a 
description about the prevalence of smoking 
Thank you for your comment. We have 
added some information related to the 
rational for only men in rural area. The 
reason for only included men because males 
are more likely to smoke than female and 
less studies focus on rural area. While, the 
smoking prevalence remains worryingly 
among different age group, gender, and 
place of residence in Indonesia.  
high. For more detail please refer to the 
introduction part highlighted with red color. 
Results: 
Add information about the percentage of 
smoking as this is the focus of this study.  
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
added the percentage of smoking, “About 
58.2% of young males in rural Indonesia 
were smoker.” Please refer to the results 
section line 4. 
Discussion: 
This section need to be enhanced to help the 
readers understand what possible 
explanation that those factors associate with 
smoking behavior. For example, page 6 line 
15-29. This paragraph is about the 
relationship between economic status and 
smoking behavior, and not about the 
smoking campaign. Please find more 
relevant literature to discuss this issue. 
Thank you for your suggestion. We would 
like to clarify that smoking campaign in 
here is to inform that is not enough not only 
may mass media not be enough to increase 
awareness due to low economic impact on 
limitation to gain information.  
You need to move discussion about 
campaign using mass media somewhere 
within page 6 line 49- page 7 line 15.  
Thank you very much for your suggestion. 
We have move that part to the 4th paragraph. 
For more detail please refer to the 
discussion part.  
Conlusion:  
Page 7 line 33, please replace the word 
Thank you for your suggestion. We have 
revised according to your suggestion.  
“most” into “ a high prevalence”.  
In reference to the findings, please elaborate 
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Dear Mr. Efendi, 
 
The revsion of your manuscript entitled "DETERMINANTS OF SMOKING BEHAVIOR 
AMONG RURAL YOUNG MALES IN INDONESIA" has been successfully submitted 
online and is presently being given full consideration for publication in International 
Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health (IJAMH). 
 
Your manuscript ID is IJAMH.2019.0040.R1. 
 
Please mention the above manuscript ID in all future correspondence or when calling 
the office for questions. If there are any changes in your affiliation, street address or e-
mail address, please log in to ScholarOne Manuscripts 
at https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijamh and edit your user information as appropriate. 
 
You can also view the status of your manuscript at any time by checking your Author 
Center after logging in to https://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/ijamh. 
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Dear Mr. Efendi: 
 
I would like to thank you for submitting your manuscript entitled "DETERMINANTS OF 
SMOKING BEHAVIOR AMONG RURAL YOUNG MALES IN INDONESIA"  to 
International Journal of Adolescent Medicine and Health (IJAMH). Your manuscript has 
been reviewed, and it is a pleasure to accept it for publication in IJAMH. The comments 
of the reviewer(s) are included at the bottom of this letter. 
 
The IJAMH production office will contact you for proofreading in the near future. Your 
article will be published online ahead of print as soon as possible, and in the printed 
edition at a later time. 
 
Thank you for your fine contribution. On behalf of the Editors of International Journal of 




Professor Joav Merrick, MD 




Reviewer(s)' Comments to Author: 
NONE 
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Thank you for your email. Your papers have just been forwarded to production so within 
a few weeks you will receive proofs. The process was a bit delayed due to a heavy 
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